BRAZIL:

PLANTATION FORESTRY STUDY TOURS - UPDATE

30 March –06 April, 2008 (south) & 06 April – 12 April, 2008(north)

An opportunity to appreciate Brazil’s forest investment commitments and doing business in Brazil, including the latest forestry and processing technology for global industry leaders
FOCUS:   These two 7-day forestry tours are targeted for plantation forests and wood products industry of southern Brazil.   There is an emphasis is on investment in land and forests of the region within the Brazilian forest products business environment.    The initial south tour visits the central Parana State region around Curitiba, which is in the heart of the plantation forestry region for southern pines and eucalyptus.  It is also the regional business center for the industry. 

The agenda is designed to focus on the profitability of owning and growing forests in Brazil with an overview of the industry, along with problems and opportunities for overseas investors.   We will visit “fast-growth” plantation forests under management, both pine and eucalyptus, as well as businesses that process the logs and generate the revenues for forest investors.

The objective is to give both a professional and business oriented introduction There is an  emphasis on financial inputs and outputs, the regulatory environment, intensive silviculture, product manufacturing & marketing (lumber/millwork, plywood, MDF/OSB & furniture) plus an exposure to the country culture, and business issues. There will be opportunities to meet and exchange viewpoints with senior Brazilian foresters and forestry business managers. 

Additionally, each participant will be provided a Brazilian Plantation Forestry Fact Book; a compilation of pertinent statistics, background for tour stops, company information, investment inputs, maps, and support subject material. There will additional briefing presentations on the business framework, including overseas owner issues. It will include a list of the major plantations and their owners. 

The follow-on tour to the eucalyptus area in the north starts from Curitiba and extends into Sao Paulo State and then over to Espirito Santo and South Bahia State for large scale eucalyptus  plantations, world scale pulp mills, charcoal kilns, plus the Weyerhaeuser/Aracruz joint venture modern  grade-recovery eucalyptus sawmill.

AGENDA:

Listed below are the preliminary study itineraries, including presentation subjects, and hotels where we will be staying. This is based upon our prior tours.  However, we have some flexibility in the tour, and the exact itinerary will depend on the participants and their interests.  To the extent possible we will try to tailor the tour to meet the objectives of the participants, including some special side trips where feasible.  Let us know your interests

. 

ITINERAY FOR SOUTH

· 30 March – Meet at Conference Hotel in central Curitiba, Brazil.  Evening reception with introductory lectures on the Brazilian forest industry and a “doing business” topics.

· 31 March – Visit a Berneck regional pine forest near Curitiba, Parana State with local foresters. Travel by executive van and/or tourism coach.

· 01April – Visit Klabin pine plantations at Telemaco Borba, Parana  plus nursery, forestry operations and sawlog manufacturing and moulding  processing (BrasLumber – a new mill in Brazil) plus other processors.  Tour with Klabin foresters / managers. Overnight at Hotel Vila Velha in Ponta Grossa.  Evening presentations by Klabin management on their forest sector businesses. 

· 02 April – Revisit Klabin eucalyptus (E.grandis/ dunnii) plantations nursery,  logging / log merchandizing/processing operations (eucalyptus)lumber and plywood. If arrangements can be organized, travel to Arapoti, Parana State and briefly visit Stora Enso pine plantations ands forestry operations, with company foresters.   Overnight at Hotel Vila Velha in Ponta Grossa.

· 03 April – Visit MDF & OSB operations (Masisa in Ponta Grossa, Parana) en route to Placas do Parana (Arauco) –n Campo Tenente, Parana and travel to Canoinhas, SC. Overnight at Santa Catarina Hotel in Canoinhas and dine with Rigesa forestry team, with presentations on their operations.

· 04 April – Visit Rigesa forestry operations in Tres Barras, SC with possible side visit to Terra Nova sawmill in pm and/or furniture industry in .Sao Bento do Sul region, Santa Catarina State (wooden furniture nucleus-area) with local forester / manager. Possible visit to furniture operation.  Overnight at Hotel Novotel in Sao Bento do Sul.  

· 05 April9 – Visit Battistella forests in Rio Negrinho area in the morning and return to wood processing (plywood lumber) in the afternoon. Drive to scenic  Sao Francisco do Sul, Santa Catarina, and tour wood products port. Overnight at Hotel Zimba/ Villa Real in Sao Francisco do Sul . Seafood Dinner and tour of historic village  dating back to 15004.

· 06 April – Conference wrap-up and bus trip back to Curitiba airport, in time to catch evening flights back to the US or eucalyptus extension tour starting in Campinas, Sao Paulo State.

“ITINERARY FOR NORTH

· 06 April –Depart Curitiba Airport with group for Campinas in early afternoon. Proceed to Hotel Royal Palm Tower Hotel and attend seminar by Prof. JLivio Gomide on Wood Quality Programs at UFV(University of Vocosa) with eucalyptus specialization for industry.

· 07 April – Visit IP do Brazil operations in Mogi Guacu, SP(Sao Paulo state).Overview presentation, walk through nursery and research technology center. And then visit forestry operations.  Mid-afternoon return to Campinas Airport fro flight to Vitoria. Overnight in Novotel or equivalent hotel in Vitoria.

· 08 April – Drive to Aracruz, ES(Espirito Santo)  by Executive Tourism coach and spend day visiting.  Initial presentation on Aracruz forest/industrial development followed by tour of  nursery and following with forestry operations visit.  Depart by coach in late afternoon for Mucuri, Bahia State Overnight at Mucuri Rio Pousada and have dinner with Aracruz Sawmill Management.

· 09 April—Meet Bahia Sul foresters for morning visit of nursery and regional forestry operation.   Have lunch with foresters at Rio Mucuri Pousada.  In afternoon, visit Aracruz-Weyerhaeuser eucalyptus sawmill in nearby Posto da Mata. Guided by mill manager.  See Aracruz  eucalyptus sawlog regime in passing.  Leave late afternoon for Teixeira de Freitas,BA and overnight at Lord Plaza Hotel. Dine with CAF forestry management.  

· 10 April – Visit CAF Santa Barbara eucalyptus forestry and charcoal operations in nearby industrial park.  Mid-day drive on to Euanopolis, with possible brief visit to Veracel forestry operations, and then to Porto Seguro Airport for flight to Salvador.

· Overnight in Salvador at Hotel Pestana or equivalent accomodation.

· 11 April Drive to Camacari,BA to visit Bahia Pulp forestry operations.  A company overview followed by nursery visit and tour of company forestry operations in the region.  Return to Salvador Hotel. Evening  Genolyptus presentation by Dr. Julio Cascardo

· 12 April tour ends in Salvador with optional city tour. Transportation to Salvador Airport arranged for outbound flights .  Flight schedules provided.  

Briefings and evening lectures: (preliminary listing):

            South

Introduction to Brazil forest industry and Southern hemisphere forest sector

Guidelines on doing business and investing in Brazil and legal issues

            EMBRAPA (government research) introduction to forestry research  

            Investment /operating perspective for Brazilian forest owners 

            Operating results for forest owners in Brazil – forestry & research results 

            Business operating guidelines for MDF operations in Brazil

            Overview to wooden furniture industry in Brazil: a business success story   

            Forest investments in Brazil various case studies by industry representatives   

            Eucalyptus: an emerging attractive solid wood /forestry opportunity for Brazil

            North

           Prof. J Livio Gomide – Wood Quality Research

           Prof. Julio Cascorda – Overview of Genolyptus Proejct

           Each company visit will include a presentation &/ company literature

       NB: A collection of the presentations will be compiled and a disk mailed to each 

              Participant

TOUR ORGANIZERS – Mark Willhite and Robert Donnelly are two international forestry professionals who have conducted 4 very successful Brazil tours to date.  It has been an outstanding experience for all participants.  We have had several participants return for a second tour to let an overflow of  information and experiences sink-in and some large organizations continue to support us every year with new participants.  The tour is organized outside Brazil from the US and New Zealand. We have an established Brazilian Travel Agent: Brementour in Curitiba that looks after the in-country travel arrangements (Tel: 55-41-33106677) www.brementur.com.br Plus there is a Brazilian associate Rosana Gallassini that helps with the coordination of the travel and visits

VISAS, PRECAUTIONS, OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:

1) VISA’s:  It will be necessary for many non-Brazilian citizens to apply for a visa before entering Brazil.  Contact the Consulate General of Brazil in San Francisco, (www.brazilsf.org), or work through a visa service such as International Visa Service in San Francisco (phone 1-415-362-8472, fax 788-8472.  Please plan ahead on this (several weeks).  Or, the Brazilian embassy at 3006 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20008 (phone 1-202-238-2700) (www.brasilemb.org) 

When you enter Brazil, you will be issued an entry/exit card and your passport will be stamped.  Currently, Brazilian customs is also requiring fingerprints and photos for US citizens (due to the same being required of Brazilian citizens entering the US).

Note:  Most of you may find it easiest to apply for a tourist visa.

2) Health Precautions – Other than drinking only bottled beverages or purified water, the hosts of this trip take no special health precautions when visiting this region of Brazil.  Malaria is not a problem in this part of Brazil, although the CDC does list some parts of temperate South America as having “some risk.”  For those concerned, visit the CDC web site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel/.

3) Recommended Clothing – As the forest plantations are on a plateau, and it is the fall season, it can be cool in the evening and a light jacket or sweater is recommended.  Plan for some rain as well.  No formal clothing is required; this is a relaxed trip in mostly rural areas, so bring comfortable clothes and good boots.

4) Dangers & Annoyances – We will not be visiting the major cities, where crime (as in any major city of the world) may be a problem.

5) Currency Exchange – The easiest approach is to convert some currency at the airport, either in Sao Paulo or Curitiba.  However, the only currency you will need is for shopping, tips, and extra alcoholic beverages and normally hotels will exchange US$.

AIRTRAVEL:
Air travel to and from Curitiba will be the responsibility of the attendees (south tour).   Each attendee will be given precise instructions on where we will meet in Curitiba and how to get there from the airport.  The north tour starts in Curitiba or Campinas and concludes in Salvador – again the in and outbound transport is the responsibility of attendees ( into Curitiba/ Campinas) and outbound from Salvador. North only tour attendees can join the tour in Campinas.  

COSTS /DEPOSITS/CONFIRMATION:
The inclusive all-in costs for  2008 tours  (each two week period) tour is US$ 3,500 with a US$300 discount for early registration and payment   Early registration confirmation is due by February 10, 2008.     Final payment of US$ 3,200 for each tour is due prior to 10 March, 2008. Subsequent registration payments will increase to US$ 3,500/ tour after that date.*   
* After 30 March 2008 there are no refunds and prior to that a 10% cancellation fee will apply.

EXTRA  ACTIVITIES:  For those who want to go early or stay later, this part of Brazil has a lot to offer.  Within a short distance there are beaches, parks, museums, and a unique scenic railroad that runs to the major southern port in Paranagua.  The train ride is 110 k and goes through 13 tunnels and crosses 67 bridges from Curitiba (900m) down to sea level.

Iguazu Falls is a world-class phenomenon, in league with Niagara and Victoria Falls.  It is located on the Argentina border, about 2 hours from Curitiba by air.  If you plan to spend the night at the hotel there, be sure to make reservations ahead. Alternatively, the Amazon area is exceptional but takes more time, as it is a 5-hour flight from southern Brazil to Belem, a major regional city on the river. Again we can help with these in-country travel arrangements through the Brementur agent in Curitiba...

Eucalyptus Extension – Because we have had a number of requests, Robert Donnelly is planning an extended tour 06 – 12 April 2008 to visit the central region of eucalyptus forestry for pulp production in northeast Brazil. A detailed program is included below.  If interested, please indicate via email to rhdonely@clear.net.nz and we will send more information. This tour starts in Curitiba or Campinas (via a connecting flight from the Sao Paulo Guarulhos International Airport

